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The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) was established in 2002 under the Educational Welfare Act, 2000.  It has a statutory function to ensure that every child either attends a school or otherwise receives an education.  In particular, the Board has a key role in following up on children who are not attending school regularly, and where there is a concern about the child’s educational welfare. 
Every child is entitled to receive an education and it is parents’ and guardians’ responsibility to ensure that their child attends a school or otherwise receives an education. If they fail in this duty, they are breaking the law and so can be prosecuted.
A Measure of Last Resort

Court proceedings form a very small percentage of the NEWB’s work. The Board's main emphasis is on the welfare of the child and the family and on ensuring that concerns and problems are dealt with before school attendance becomes a crisis issue. 

Taking legal action against a parent / guardian is a very serious matter at any time and there must be a clear view that it will leave the family, and importantly, the child, in a better position. Legal action is a measure of last resort.
Imposing a sanction on parents / guardians for non attendance is the responsibility of the court in each case having heard all the evidence including that of the Educational Welfare Officer and the parents / guardians. The law provides that upon conviction that either a fine or up to one month's imprisonment or both be imposed.
Taking Legal Action

A School Attendance Notice (SAN) is the first step in enforcing the law. When a SAN is issued, the EWO then begins a formal monitoring process of the child’s situation, and the parent or guardian is given extensive opportunity to address the underlying issues with the EWO and the school. Occasionally, the involvement of other State services to give additional support to the family be sufficient to bring about change. 
In exceptional cases, where there is no progress being made and the child remains out of school, the Board will consider taking a prosecution. 
Where legal proceedings are served on a family, the cases are heard in the local District Court. 
The first cases for non-attendance at school under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 were heard 

in 2006. 
Prosecutions Status Report
(i) SANS

A School Attendance Notice (SAN) is the first step in enforcing the law. The first legal notices, School Attendance Notices, under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 were issued in 2005 for non attendance at school.  
· In 2005, 36 SANs were issued in relation to 26 children
· In 2006, 196 SANs were issued in respect of 137 children 
· In 2007, 228 SANs were issued in respect of 160 children. 
· In 2008 315 SANs were issued in respect of 195 children.
· In 2009 384 SANs were issued in respect of 250 children

· From January to end December  2010 a total of 410  SANs have been issued in respect of   268 children

· To date the Board has issued a total of  1569  SANs 
When a SAN is issued, the situation is monitored and the parent is given every opportunity to address the underlying issues.  Occasionally, the involvement of other services with the family is sufficient to bring about change. In exceptional cases, where there is no change and the child remains out of school, the EWO will consider taking a prosecution.  

 
(ii) Prosecutions
Where legal proceedings are served on a family, the cases are heard in the local District Court.  The first cases for non attendance at school under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 were heard in 2006. 
In 2006:
During 2006, 34 summonses were issued against the parents in relation to 17 children (one set of parents was prosecuted twice). Of these: 

· 10 cases resulted in convictions

· 11 cases were struck out

· 13 cases were carried forward into 2007
In 2007:
In 2007, 55 new summonses were issued against parents in relation to 36 children. 
13 cases were brought forward from 2006 bringing the total number of cases on hand in 2007 to 68. Of these cases: 
· 3 cases resulted in conviction
· 12 cases were struck out 
· 53 cases were carried forward into 2008  
In 2008:
In 2008, 51 new summonses were issued against parents in relation to 35 children. 
53 summonses were brought forward from previous years bringing the total number of cases on hand in 2008 to 102. Of these cases
· 17 were struck out
· 14 ended in convictions

· 73 are carried forward into 2009 (adjourned, adjourned with liberty to re-enter, probation act applied etc…)
In 2009:

In 2009 81 new summonses were issued against parents in relation to 49 children.
73 summonses were brought forward from previous years bringing the total number of cases on hand in 2009 to 154.  Of these cases:
· 40  had convictions (one case with a conviction is still ongoing)
· 10 were struck out or withdrawn
· 104  were brought forward into 2010
In 2010:

Up to the end of December 2010 94 new summonses were issued by the Board in respect of 63 children.

104 Summonses were brought forward from previous years bringing the total number of cases on hand in 2010 to 198  
Of these cases:

· 52  had convictions 
· 22 were struck out or withdrawn or dismissed
· 124 are ongoing  

Overall:
Since its establishment, the Board has issued a total of  (i(      315 summonses against parents in relation to 200 children. Of these: 
·  119 had convictions 

·  72 were struck or withdrawn or dismissed
· 124 are ongoing 
Summary 
	Year
	No of summons issued in given year
	No of children involved
	No of cases on hand in  given year
	Struck out or withdrawn
	Convictions
	Carried forward into following year / Ongoing

	2006
	34


	17
	34
	11
	10
	13

	2007
	55


	36
	55 + 13 = 68
	12
	3
	53

	2008
	51
	35
	51 + 53 = 102
	17
	14
	73

	2009 
	81
	49
	81 + 73 = 154
	10
	40

	104

	To end December 2010
	94
	63
	91 + 104 = 195  
	22
	52
	124

	Totals to date 
	315
	200
	
	72
	119
	124


